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You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out
and tframpled underfoot. “You are the light of the world. A fown built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:13-16





PETITION TO PARLIAMENT TO SAFEGUARD THE CHRISTIAN/UNHU/UBUNTU MORALITY IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION
THE CONCERNED CHRISTIAN LEADERS AND CITIZENS NETWORK (ZIMBABWE)
CONCERNED CHRISTIAN LEADERS AND CITIZENS NETWORK [CCLCN] is an arm of the EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF ZIMBABWE [EFZ] that is semi-autonomous but accountable to the EFZ. It consist of heads of denominations affiliated to the EFZ, individual pastors, private citizens and such other persons as identify with what the NETWORK stand up for.

The CCLCN has this one main thrust: it seeks to lobby for the inclusion, recognition, and respect of the Godly voice and values that the church in Zimbabwe represent, particularly on issues to do with constitutionalism, nation building and governance, to the end that Zimbabwe may be established as a Godly and God-fearing nation consistent with the Godly heritage that the we as a people clearly confess and practice.

On constitutionalism, the CCLCN is guided by the following overriding considerations;

1. That by and large, Zimbabwe is largely a Godly nation made up of a predominantly Christian confessing people
2. That to a greater extent, the COPAC constitution of 2013 ignored in material respects and to an unacceptable extent issues that are of existential concern and interest to the church community in Zimbabwe

3. That the COPAC constitution accommodates and entrenches in a very alarming manner unGodly, unZimbabwean, and foreign values inimical to the social and moral well being and stability of our nation

4. That the COPAC constitution fails to guarantee with legal certainty the irreversibility of the land reform program, a very grave area of concern to us as patriotic citizens who believe in the sense of belonging of Zimbabwean natural resources to the people of Zimbabwe

5. That the church community in Zimbabwe consisting of the ZIMBABWE HEADS OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS [ZHOCD] comprising the ZIMBABWE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, [ZCC], EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF ZIMBABWE [EFZ] and the ZIMBABWE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE [ZCBC] and the EFZ outside the ZHOCD resolved to vote Yes in the referendum subject to very clearly articulated reservations over the provisions of the COPAC constitution on issues to do with homosexuality and abortion, among other things   

The CCLCN thus urge the Legislature of Zimbabwe in the period and processes leading to the formal enactment of the constitution into law to seriously consider the following:

· Include Godly values into the entire body of the constitution beyond the decorative acknowledgment of the supremacy of “Almighty God” in the Preamble

· Guarantee the irreversibility of the land reform program

· Address the loopholes in the constitution that are interpretable and available for manipulation so as to accommodate same sex unions, relations, and “marriages” as well as permissive abortion

· Purge the constitution of all the unGodly, unZimbabwean, and foreign values and value system detrimental to the well being of our dear nation and the unconstrained outpouring of God’s blessing over our beloved land.      
The CCLCN is available to work with the Legislature of Zimbabwe and all to whom it may concern in the relevant processes that will lead to the realization of these goals.

CCLCN’S SUMMARY OF CONCERNS

The issues of concern have to do with the Christian, unhu/ubuntu morality in the new Zimbabwe constitution which we seek to safeguard and have enshrined. The COPAC constitution has loopholes in many respects to the extent it is a direct attack on the institution of marriage, family, the Godly order of things, church, and beyond that national identity, Godliness, procreation, human life, the social, moral and spiritual well being of the Zimbabwean people. 

1. The COPAC constitution had, at the last count, 28 provisions that read alone, together with and into each other, accommodate or are interpretable to accommodate homosexual practices, unions, relationships, and to all intents and purposes same sex “marriages”. [See section 78(1)  as read with sections 331; 46(1;, 47; 51; 52(b); 56(1), (3)-(6); 57; 58(1); 60(1); 61(1); 3(1)(c),(e),(f); 34; 44; 50(1)(b)(i); 50(5)(c)(i); 86(2)] 

2. The COPAC constitution in two if not three or more provisions expressly and in other instances, impliedly endorses permissive abortion [See sections 52(b), 76(1) and 48(3), 51, 56, 57, and 60] 

3. The constitution has the potential to silence and muzzle those of conscience from speaking against constitutionalized practices such as homosexuality, abortion, ungodly practices and the very preaching of the gospel to the extent it is inconsistent with some of the provisions of the constitution [See section 61(5)(b)(c) and related provisions]

4. The COPAC constitution enshrines values and value systems that are unGodly, unZimbabwean and foreign by underwriting our constitutional foundations as that of “a democratic society based on openness, justice, human dignity, equality and freedom”.  [See sections 8(1), 46(1)(b), 56(5), 62(4), 86(2), 141(c), 194(1), 206(3), and 233(e)]. Little attempt is made to define, localize, discipline, and Zimbabweanize such a democratic society. The open-endedness  therein means that everything that agrees with the standards in other democratic societies of the world is acceptable, even where contrary to our own unique Zimbabwean situation and standards. 
5. The constitution creates many acres of space for the legal accommodation of morally, socially and spiritually deviant behaviour like pornography, prostitution and such other delinquent practices. [See 57, 58(1), 61(1)(5)]

6. The constitution is too open ended in its definition of freedom of conscience to an extent that can be very detrimental to the otherwise Godly foundations on which Zimbabwe stands [See section 60(1)]

7. The constitution fails in material respects to accommodate Godly values, and instead,  promotes ungodliness [See above]

8. The constitution fails, at the critical level, to guarantee the irreversibility of the land reform program. [See section 72 and Chapter 16]

[See attached a detailed analysis of the issues raised in this summary of concerns]

RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROPOSED AMENDMENTS  

A. ON HOMOSEXUALITY

Substitution of section 78(3) with the following:

Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution to the contrary, the rights enshrined in this Constitution do not extend to the legal recognition and sanctioning of any relationship of a sexual nature by and between people of the same sex. The law may recognize only marriages or unions, by whatever name they may be called, by and between adult persons of the opposite sex.
B. ON ABORTION

Substitution of section 48(3) with the following:

The right to life of unborn children is protected and an Act of Parliament must provide that pregnancy may be terminated only in the following exceptional cases:
(a)when the life of the mother is physically endangered,
(b)when the child may suffer a permanent physical or mental defect that affects the quality of its life,
(c) when the foetus was conceived as a result of rape or incest
and the mother’s right to choose whether to have the termination under the above circumstances must be respected.
C. ON IRREVERSIBILITY OF THE LAND REFORM PROGRAM

Inclusion either in the national objectives or declaration of rights provisions to the following effect

a) when it comes to all natural resources, the vesting of title in such natural resources is properly defined regard being had to the following overriding considerations;

i. that all the natural resources of the country, in particular land, belong to all people of Zimbabwe without discrimination on whatsoever ground and not to a minority; 

ii. that all people of Zimbabwe without discrimination on the basis of colour, racial background, or any other ground, are entitled to land as well as to the benefit from the country’s natural resources; 

iii. that where land was acquired compulsorily under the programme of land reform prior to the enactment of this Constitution from previous owners who had title in that land for the purposes of resettlement of the landless people, such resettled people shall not be deprived of that land under whatsoever circumstances except in terms of the provisions of this Constitution; 

D. ON THE VALUE SYSTEM THAT THE CONSTITUTION ESPOUSES
Replacement of the term democratic society based on openness, justice, human dignity, equality and freedom wherever it appears with the following

… (the values and principles that underlie) a democratic society based on transparency, justice, human dignity, equality and freedom, as more fully defined in this constitution, contextually applicable to the Zimbabwean situation, and consistent with the mores that the people of Zimbabwe confess 
E. ON FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE IN SECTION 60
Inclusion of the following provisions

The right to freedom of conscience shall not extend to the accommodation of such practices as is inconsistent with the mores that the people of Zimbabwe confess

F. ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND ABILITY OF CHURCH TO PREACH

Inclusion of the following provisions

The right of religious groups to conduct religious instruction and teachings consistent with their beliefs shall not be limited or abrogated in any way 

Religious observances may be conducted and religious instruction may be given at public institutions, including State or State-aided institutions, if—
(a) the observances follow reasonable rules made by the appropriate public authorities; and

(b) where applicable, the observances are conducted with due regard to the sensibilities of others.
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